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The E-2 visa presents a favorable avenue for individuals 
seeking to establish or acquire a business within the United 
States. It requires an investment in the business. This allows 
the visa holder and their family to reside and work in the 
United States. 

While the principal applicant can only work for the E-2 
business, the spouse can obtain employment authorization 
and work for any employer in the US. 

The E-2 visa can be renewed indefinitely as long as the E-2 
company remains active and is engaged in business as 
described. 

Overview



Who is eligible for an E-2 Investor Visa? 

To qualify for E-2 classification, the treaty investor must:   

• Be a national of a country with which the United States maintains a 
treaty  

• Have invested, or be actively in the process of investing, a 
substantial amount of capital in a bona fide enterprise in the United 
States 

• The US company may not be marginal 
• Be seeking to enter the United States solely to develop and direct 

the investment enterprise.  
• Hold at least 50% ownership of the enterprise or possession of 

operational control through a managerial position or other corporate 
device. 

• The US company must be bona fide 

What is a substantial amount? 

• Substantial in relationship to the total cost of either purchasing an 
established enterprise or establishing a new one  

• Sufficient to ensure the treaty investor’s financial commitment to the 
successful operation of the enterprise  

What is a bona fide company? 

A bona fide enterprise refers to a real, active, and operating 
commercial or entrepreneurial undertaking which produces services 
or goods for profit. It must meet applicable legal requirements for 
doing business within its jurisdiction. 

What is a marginal? 

The investment enterprise may not be marginal. A marginal enterprise 
is one that does not have the present or future capacity to generate 
more than enough income to provide a minimal living for the treaty 
investor and his or her family. Depending on the facts, a new 
enterprise might not be considered marginal even if it lacks the 
current capacity to generate such income. In such cases, however, 
the enterprise should have the capacity to generate such income 
within five years from the date that the treaty investor’s E-2 
classification begins. 

Period of Stay 

Qualified treaty investors in general will be issued a visa at an US 
consulate/embassy for 2 to 5 years. Visa issue terms depends on 
reciprocity of the treaty country and the United States. 

There is no limit to the number of renewals an E-2 Investor may be 
granted.  

Family of E2 principal 

Treaty investors may be accompanied or followed by spouses and 
unmarried children who are under 21 years of age. Their nationalities 
need not be the same as the treaty investor. Spouses and children 
may seek E-2 nonimmigrant classification as dependents and, if 
approved, generally will be granted the same period of stay as the 
principal.  



Spouse of E2 principal 

Spouse of an E2 principal are allowed to engage in employment in the 
United States. The spouse may, upon admission to the United States, 
apply with the DHS for an employment authorization document (EAD),  
which an employer could use to verify the spouse’s employment 
eligibility. 

Children of E2 principal 

Children under 21 are able to accompany the E2 principal. Dependent 
children are not legally allowed to work in the United States although 
they may attend school. 
When the children reach 21, they lose their E2 status and must depart 
the US or change to a different visa category. 

Common E2 Businesses 

• Franchises 
• Restaurants 
• Cafes 
• Property Managment companies 
• Automobile services 
• Photography 
• Food Truck / Catering 
• Lawn care business 
• Pool cleaning business 
• Handy man services 
• Gym 
• Trucking business 
• Printing service 
• Boat rental 
• Pressure cleaning services 



At The E2 Agency, we specialize in helping aspiring entrepreneurs 
like you achieve their dreams of living and working in the United 
States through the E2 visa program. Our comprehensive services 
include:

• Business plan creation tailored to your needs

• Visa application assistance and guidance

• Document gathering and preparation

• Personalized support every step of the way

• A money-back guarantee to ensure your peace of mind

Our services

Pricing

info@E2Agency.net

+1 (626) 755-5895
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Have Questions About the E2 Visa?  

We're here to help! If you have any further questions or need 
more information, feel free to contact us for a free 
consultation call. We're dedicated to guiding you through the 
E2 visa process and ensuring you have all the support you 
need.  

Contact us today to schedule your free consultation! 

Book your FREE consultation 
call today!

www.E2Agency.net

info@E2Agency.net

+1 (626) 755-5895
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CONTACT US

www.E2Agency.net 

info@E2Agency.net 

+1 (626) 755-5895

This guide contains information in summary form and is intended for general guidance only. The E2 Agency is not a law firm. These informational materials are not intended, and 
must not be taken, as legal advice on any particular set of facts or circumstances.
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